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Florence Agnes Straw

Benjamin Edwin Jones

⇓
Fredrick Edwin - Donald Straw - Florence Gwendolyn - Benjamin Edwin
*Yes, a Jones married a Jones

JONES
John and Mary Jones and their seven surviving children lived on a prosperous farm
outside of the village of Portland, Monroe County, Wisconsin.
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David
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Benjamin Edwin Jones
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Husband of Florence Agnes Straw

Thomas
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JOHN W JONES’ MOTHER SUSANNAH DAVIS
1800-1894

Susannah Davis was born in Cardiganshire, Wales in 1800.

Cardiganshire Darkened Area

SUSANNAH DAVIS MARRIES JOHN JONES
On March 25, 1825 Susannah married to John Jones at Christchurch St. Leonard’s, Foster
Lane, London. The family apparently moved soon after to the southeast portion of
London.

Bombed Ruins of St. Leonard’s

1825 John and Susannah Jones Marriage Document

Her first son, John W Jones, was born on March 21, 1826 in London, England and was
baptized on April 9, 1826, at St. John, Horselydown in southeast London.

St. John’s
JOHN W JONES’ SIBLINGS
Mary was born on June 5, 1829 and was baptized on June 28, 1829 at St. John‘s, too. No
more is known about her.
William was born (date unknown) and baptized on November 9, 1834 at St. Mary in
Rotherhithe in southeast London. (John W Jones’ diary indicates that William settle in
Melvina, Wisconsin and that John would walk 4 miles to visit with his brother and his
wife Mary Anne. They may have had a girl named Hannah.)

St, Mary’s

JOHN JONES SR., FARM HAND
Based on the early birth records of the Jones children, in 1826 & 1829 the elder John
Jones was working as a "labourer". By the time his third child was born in 1834, John
had advanced to "cow keeper".
Susannah immigrated to America with her sons John W and William in the 1850's. It is
unknown what happened to Susannah's husband John.

Susannah lived with her son John W for all her life, moving with him to his Portland
home. The photograph above of Susannah Jones was taken in Cleveland, Ohio.
Susannah Jones was described as "a little Welsh grandmother who always wore a little
white cap"
DEATH OF A PIONEER LADY
When Susannah died on Feb 5, 1894, her well attended funeral was held at the Portland
home of her son.
The entries in John W Jones’ 1894 diary read:
“2/5 Mother died this morning. Bought lot in Bangor cemetery.
2/6 Rev. Davies and hearse came up here. William (son of Susannah) and Mary Anne
(William’s wife) also. All Overnight.
2/7 There were 33 teams altogether in Bangor for funeral
2/17 William came up here and made settlement in regard to Mother’s property. Paid
him his share.”

Marker for Susannah Jones “GRANDMOTHER”
1800-1894

The grave site is in Fairview Cemetery, Bangor, Wisconsin. The site is dominated by the
large tombstone shown above. Susannah’s grave is to the left of the stone next to her
daughter Mary’s grave.

JOHN W JONES
1826-1900
Records from various Jones family members indicated that John W had an eighth grade
education.

EMIGRATION TO AMERICA
Around 1850 John emigrated from Wales to Canada at the age of 24. He settled near the
town of Ailsa Craig, which is located near London, Ontario, just north of Lake Erie.
Family stories say he remained there for about 3-6 years.
He then moved to Wisconsin in about 1854 and settled in the Fish Creek Valley,
LaCrosse County. The area around Rockland, WI was known for having a great number
of Welsh settlers, particularly those with the Jones sir name. Most of these Jones families
were either not or only distantly related. One of the common stories was that when
people asked where “Mr. Jones” lived, it would be pointed out "that house, that house and
that house", and then say "all the rest are Jones".

Fish Creek Valley - South East of Bangor, WI

JONES MARRYS JONES
On April 19, 1855 John Jones married Mary Jones,
There is a hand-written blue slip in the LaCrosse City Registrar of Deeds Office concerning the marriage of a John and Mary Jones around this date, but with so many Johns,
Marys and Jones, its hard to conclude it refers precisely to our John W and Mary. This
couple was from Barre Township and was married in Barre. The match appears plausible, since Barre is immediately west of Bangor Township.
JOHN W THE BUILDER
John W was one of the early pioneer settlers in the Big Creek Valley. He helped build the
first saw mill on Robinson's Creek, and assisted in building the first railroad depot and
grist mill at Bangor. John worked as a carpenter until about 1858. He served also as
assessor for the area.
THE JONES FAMILY GROWS
John W and Mary Jones had 8 children while living in the Fish Creek area. Benjamin was
born in Portland.
John Luther, 1856
William Albert, 1858
Sarah, 1859
Mary, 1862
Evan Meyrick, 1864
David Franklin, 1866
Thomas Ralph, 1869
Benjamin Edwin, 1876
Sarah died in 1863. A gravestone for a Sarah Jones in the rear of the old Fish Creek
Church has been seen, but stone could not be located during a 1995 search of the
deteriorated cemetery.

MOVE FROM ROCKLAND TO PORTLAND
John W and Mary Jones lived in Rockland until about 1869 when they purchased a 360
acre farm in Portland township from Susannah. Susannah had purchased the farm from a
man named Rowlands in 1867 per the deed recorded in Sparta.

Early map of Portland Township showing land owned by John W, William L, John W and Thomas Franklin
Jones

The Jones family resided in a log cabin, presumably built by Mr. Rowlands, for several
years.
PORTLAND LANDMARK HOME
John built the 2 story frame house, which became the center of later home additions. The
house had two parts. Adjacent to the living room was another living room. From that, a
second stairway led to a huge bedroom and sitting room on the second floor. Daughter-inlaw Emma Jones referred to the second part as "the renters' part", but it was originally
called "Grandma's part".

1890s John & Mary with Ben on porch and Mary in upper
right window

1920s Note the large larch trees

The east addition (“Grandma’s part”) was added later on to provide a home for John W's
mother, Susannah. An addition was put on the west and finally the south, making the
overall structure 15 rooms. The large home was a landmark for many years in the area.
Over 100 European Larch trees planted by John W on the property were a well known
land mark in the area. The trees could be seen for miles.

John built some of the furniture used in his home. Some still exist.

Secretary Built by John W Jones

John W seated by sideboard

PORTLAND COMMUNITY BUILDER
A deed shows that in 1878 German Evangelical Lutheran Church built a cemetery and
church on land donated to it by John W and his mother. It stood on the same side of the
road as the Jones’ farm. John W built a Methodist church that has since been torn down.
It stood on the other side of the road.

Methodist Church built on Jones’ Farm

In 1874 a brick school building was built on land originally leased from John W Jones.
An earlier one-room wood, unpainted, version of the Portland Center school was moved
to the site years earlier. The Norwegian settlers also used it as a place of worship. The

new school was considered quite a structure because it had a belfry and a hall. Farmers
who donated their work hauled the brick from the brickyards in LaCrosse. The first
teacher was Mary Ellis Jones, daughter-in-law of John W and Mary. John W, gave the
town of Portland land for its school on the condition the town remain "dry". They were
ardent prohibitionists.
COMMUNITY LEADER
John W was prominent in the affairs of his community. He held several local offices in
the towns of Bangor and Portland, including 15 years as Justice of the Peace, and several
terms as town clerk. He was known as an advocate of arbitration in disputes of all causes
that came before him.
John was described as an "active, capable and progressive citizen, intelligent, upright and
greatly respected" in the History of Monroe Country which was published in 1912.
The home of John W Jones served as the 3rd Post Office in the area. The 1st was at Leon,
2nd at Hazen Corner, and 3rd at the Jones farm. John W served as the postmaster. Mail
was brought from LaCrosse once a week at first, and later twice.
LATER LIFE
In February 1897, John W retired from farming and moved to Sparta, Wisconsin. As a
Justice of the Peace, John W performed the wedding ceremony for his son Thomas Ralph
Jones to Emma Breitenfield in March, 1899. He purchased a house at 701 South Benton
Street in the town of Sparta from the estate of a Kate Jones (not a direct relation). He
remodeled and repaired the home into a comfortable residence.

John W and Mary Jones Family - Mid 1890s Front: Thomas Ralph, Mabel wife of David Franklin,
Daughter Mary.
Back: Mary wife of William Albert, William Albert, David Franklin, Cora wife of Evan Meyrick, JW Jones,
John Luther, Benjamin Edwin, Evan Meyrick, Mary - JW’s Wife

In early December John W suddenly became violently ill all and a physician was called.
Little could be done for him and his absent children were telegraphed to return home.
Shortly after they arrived, John died at about 1 am on December 10, 1900 from an
inflammation of the bowels caused by cancer of the rectum.
His funeral was conducted in his Benton Street residence. He was laid to rest in Fairview
Cemetery in Bangor. His grave was on the right boundary of the lot when you face the
tombstone.

John W Jones Tomb Stone

His grave marker shown above is superimposed on the tombstone. It is flush to the
ground and, when you face the tombstone, it is to the right.
In early 2010s great grandchildren Thomas Sollenbarger and Jane (Jones) Stillman visited
Fairview cemetery.

Jane is standing by Edward Jones family monument. Note that the monument in front of

that is a Jones family plot. The Tombstone that is visible just to the left of the JW Jones
tombstone is also a Jones. There are several other “Jones” family grave sites not pictured
here. Interestingly, none are directly related. Some stones state “South Wales” others
“Glamorganshire, Wales”.

Another view of the cemetery. JW Jones’ tombstone is the one nearest the road and is a
little right of center.
MARY JONES
1832-1923

Mary (1890s)

Mary Jones was born on November 26, 1832 to David and Sarah Jones in Llanarth Parish,
Cardiganshire, Wales. John W Jones’ parents may have also lived in the same parish.

Cardiganshire Circled. Lllanarth Parrish in the square box

The village of Lllanarth in Lllanarth Parish dates back to 1200 based on artifacts found on
the ruins of St. Vylltyg church.

Circle outlines Llanarth Parish (2010 population in 2,000). Star is approximate Llanarth village location,
which is 2 kilometers from the ocean.

Mary had two brothers, John D. and Evan. John was born in around 1840. It is not known
when Evan was born. Here are two pictures of John, who was a doctor in Cleveland,
Ohio.

MOVE TO WISCONSIN
In the early 1850s Mary and her parents were part of a covered wagon migration from
Cleveland, Ohio to the existing Welsh settlement in Fish Creek Valley near Rockland,
Wisconsin. It is unknown if Mary's either of brothers accompanied the family to
Wisconsin.
MARY’S FAMILY
In 1874, John D was married to Harriet (unknown maiden named). They had one son,
Sidney, and five daughters: Augusta (b:1877), Winifred (b:1879), Florence (b: 1880),
Ethel (b: 1883) and Ruth (b: 1891).
Sidney went to medical school at McGill University in Canada, and studied in London at
the Royal College of Surgeons and in Frankfort, Germany. Shortly after opening a
medical practice in Cleveland in 1905, he died.
Over the years Mary would receive boxes of out-of-style clothes from John’s wife for
distribution to the poor. John’s daughters continued the practice.
John W and Mary Jones’ oldest son, John Luther, lived with the doctor and his family
while attending high school in Cleveland. This higher quality, non-frontier secondary
education qualified John Luther to teach school in Monroe and LaCrosse, Wisconsin
which he did for six years.
It is believed, but undocumented, that Mary’s brother Evan also lived in the Cleveland
area and was a physician like his brother John.
Her father, David Jones, is said to have died in Cleveland, Ohio in January 1869. Sarah
Jones, her mother, is said to have died in Fish Creek, Wisconsin in 1882. It is unclear
why and when Sarah came back to Wisconsin after her husband’s death.

MARY JONES - THE PERSON
Mary never had any formal education but was regarded as a great scholar; "intelligent,
well versed in all worldly affairs, prominent in all home social affairs and also in church
and Sabbath school. The old Bible reigned supreme. She was conscientious, lovable, modest and generous". She established a tradition of wanting to continuously learn in her
descendants. Mary was an avid reader all her life. She read extensively from the Bible and
could quote much of it.
Mary was known to "have a great philanthropic heart". The Jones’ house was located on
a fairly major roadway and they often helped travelers by providing shelter and food.
An indication of Mary’s intellectual curiosity was noted in John W’s 1893 diary. She took
an eight day trip to the World’s fair being held in Chicago in 1893. Her sons Thomas,
Evan and Benjamin also took individual trips to the exposition.
LATER LIFE
After John W died in 1900, Mary lived with her daughter Mary in the Benton Street home
in Sparta.
In the early 1920’s Ruth Livingston, daughter of Evan Myrick Jones, and her daughter, Jo
Ann, visited their mother/grandmother Mary.

L-R: Jo Ann and Ruth Livingston, Amy Jones, Sarah Jones, Emma Jones, Myrtle Peterson (friend), Gwen
Jones (Daughter of Albert Jones) and Mary Jones

Mary died of natural causes on August 29, 1923. She was buried on September 3, 1923 in
Bangor, Wisconsin’s Fairview Cemetery next to her husband.

JOHN W AND MARY JONES’ OTHER CHILDREN

John Luther & William Albert not shown

Each of the Jones boys was given the choice of a farm or an education (beyond high
school). Those choosing farming never completed high school.
John Luther (1856-1933) was a successful farmer in Pleasant Valley in Leon County
where he raised blooded short horned cattle and Poland-China Hogs.

John Luther Jones

1900 Plat Map of John Luther’s Farm

He and his sister Mary moved to a 230 acre farm in 1882. Mary live there until he
married Mary Harr in 1884.
The couple had six daughters: Florence 1903-1989, Isabelle 1896-1984, Eydith 18951976, Myrtle 1890-1982, Mary Gladys 1889-1983, Vivian 1885-1961 and one son
Sydney 1885-1952.

Four of John Luther’s Girls: Gladys & Tom Cook, Florence and John Raymer, Hazel and Chester Carlson,
Isabelle and Earl Arne - 1930s

William Albert (1858-1932) was a prominent banker in Sparta, was the Monroe County
treasurer and served on the county bard. He married Mary Ellis of Bangor, Wisconsin in
1884. They had three girls, Gwendolyn 1886-1972, Sara 1888-1985 and Armaretta 18861947, and two boys John W 1892-1964 and William Albert, Jr. 1900- ?.
Mary passed away in 1927. In February of 1929 he married Florence Wells of Sparta,
who survived him
In 1932 he was the first of the children of John W and Mary Jones to die.

William Albert and Mary (Ellis) Jones

Mary Jones (1862-1944) was born at the Fish Creek farm of her parents on June 15,
1859. She was the 5th of 9 children born to the Welsh couple. Mary was 9 years old when
her family sold the Fish Creek farm and moved to Portland ridge in 1869.

Mary Jones

Mary was never married, living with either her parents or John Luther all of her life. She
was described in her obituary as "devoted, sincere and ready to serve" until her health
started to fail. Mary was a lifelong, active member of the Methodist Church. She taught
Sunday school for 50 years, and was a constant reader of the Methodist Advocate. Mary
was a member of the Missionary Society, serving as its treasurer for a number of years .
MARY’S MOVE TO SPARTA
Mary Jones moved to Sparta in 1897 with her parents. She continued to live in the family
home in Sparta after her mother died in 1923. Mary was active member of the Sparta
Women's Christian Temperance Union from 1899 until her death.

Mary cared for her mother for during her later years. They lived at 117 N. Benton St.,
Sparta at the time of her mother’s death. They were members of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church. Mary was a member of the Missionary Society and served as its
treasurer from 1925 until 1941.

701 Benton Street Home, Sparta WI 1960s

There was an unwritten agreement among the Jones brothers that they were responsible
for Mary in every way. Family members visited here almost every time they went to town
to "trade". Brother Tom took in loads of firewood and garden produce. He also fetched
her from town every time a relative came to visit from out of town. Mary, in turn,
provided room and board for some of her brother's children while they attended high
school. Her house was an ideal location since it was directly across the street from the
high school.

Siblings Evan Meyrick, Mary, Thomas Ralph and David Franklin Jones 1930s

MARY'S LAST YEAR
In 1943 and World War II was ramping up. Her nephew Benjamin Edwin Jones Junior
was briefly stationed in early 1943 at Camp McCoy which is near Sparta. As he recounted
in his letters home he was able to spend leave time with her until be went to Fort Benning
Georgia for his OCS training.

On October, 1943, Mary traveled to Watertown, SD to spend the winter with her brothers
Dave and Evan. She became ill during the winter season. During this same time David
Franklin died and three days later on February 13, 1944 Mary died unexpectedly at Evan's
home, in Clark, S.D. at the age of 85 years. The whole family in Wisconsin was very
startled to get two separate phone calls from Aunt Mabel in rapid succession about the
deaths their loved ones. (In those days, the phone was used very sparingly for long
distance calls.) Mary's funeral was held at the Sparta Methodist Church. She was buried
in the Fairview Cemetery in Bangor.

Mary’s grave marker (superimposed over the J.W Jones’ Tombstone in this picture) on
the family plot in the Fairview Cemetery, Bangor, WI. Mary’s grave is to the left next to
her grandmother Susannah’s grave, which is on the far left boundary of the plot.
Evan Meyrick (1864-1943) became a druggist in Clark, South Dakota. He married Cora
May Kneen in Bangor WI in 1896. They had a son Victor (1899-1938) and a daughter
Ruth. Victor died under mysterious circumstances. He was found hanged in a county jail
shower. Per his sister Ruth, evidence not pursued by the authorities pointed to sexually
deviant behavior on the part of the sheriff towards Victor when Victor was incarcerated
for vagrancy.

Evan Meyrick Jones

In the summer of 1982 Evan’s daughter Ruth Livingston and her cousin rekindled their
relationship when Gwendolyn (daughter of Benjamin Edwin Jones) Sollenbarger and her
son Thomas visited Ruth in a retirement community in Laguna Beach, CA. Gwen and
Ruth had not seen each other in 50 years. Ruth was born in 1896 and died in 1997.

1st Cousins Ruth (Jones) Livingston and Gwen

David Franklin (b:1866) was a pharmacist and settled in Watertown, South Dakota. He
married Mabel Coe in 1896. They had a daughter who died in her first year and a son
David Franklin, Jr. who was born in 1906. His date of death is unknown.

David Franklin Jones

Thomas Ralph (1869-1956) purchased his father’s farm outside of Portland, WI. He
married Emma Breitenfield in 1899. He was Chairman of the Town Board and was a
justice of the peace. Thomas and Emma had a daughter Mabel Ann (1900-1988). He lost
his arm in a farming accident when he was 40. Emma was away at the time of the
accident visiting their daughter at her college.

Thomas Ralph and Emma (Breitenfield) Jones

Back: Tom Jones, Mabel (Jones) Ladwig, Bill Ladwig Front: Jona Ladwig, Emma Jones, Sep the dog,
Ruth Livingston holding Joann, and Helen Ladwig

In the late 1920s or in the early 1930s some of the sons of Mary and John W Jones
gathered on two occasions and posed with some of their family members for the picture .

Late 1920s or eary 1930s - Seated: Mary Jones (Sister), Isabelle Jones, Sidney Jones, Mabel Jones, Ruth
(Jones) Livingston. Probably late 20s or early 30s
Back: Evan Jones, Thomas Jones, David Jones, Cora or Mabel Jones, Mary (Harr) Jones, Lou (Herrick)
Jones

On JW Jones Farm (Note mature larch trees in the background)
Back Rows - Sydney Raymer, Shep, Ralph Cook, Leon Cook, Mary Martha Cook, Marry Harr Jones,
Myrtle Jones, John Raymer, Gladys Cook, Ruth Livingston, Eve Jones, Florence Raymer, Gwen Jones,
Emma Jones, Tom Jones, Mabel Coe Jones, Mary Jones, Dave Jones, Cora Jones
Front Row: Arlin Raymer, unknown, Junior Raymer, Joyce Raymer, Jo Ann Livingston, Rosemary Raymer

Granddaughters of John and Mary Jones
BACK ROWS STARTING WITH THE WOMAN NEXT TO THE SMALL GIRL) Mary Gladys. Myrtle,
Vivian Emma (Three daughters of John Luther), Sarah Eunice, Gwendolyn M and Armaretta (Three
daughters of William Albert).
Front Row starting with the small girl (Unknown), Isabelle Enid, Eydith Hazel (Daughters of John Luther),
Mabel (Daughter of Thomas Ralph), Florence (Daughter of John Luther) and Ruth (Daughter of Evan
Meyrick).

BENJAMIN EDWIN JONES*
1876-1950

BE Jones Circa 1938

Early Life
Benjamin Edwin Jones was the youngest child of Mary and John W Jones. Whereas all
his brothers and sisters were born in Fish Creek valley, he was the only child born at the
Portland Ridge house. Benjamin was the baby of the family. His oldest brother was 20
years old when Benjamin was born. It appears that Ben had an easier youth than his
siblings, because his father had become quite prosperous when he was born so Ben
missed the rigors of farm life chores.

Early Picture of Ben Early 1990s

Because Ben chose not to go into farming, his father sent him to study pharmacy at
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. He graduated in 1898.

Photo Probably Taken When Ben was attending Northwestern School of Pharmacy

WELLS MINNESOTA
His uncle Evan Meyrick Jones had a pharmacy (Jones & Olds) in Wells, Minnesota.
Wells was a prosperous railroad hub at the time. It appears that Ben joined this business
after he graduated from college. The 1900 US Census shows him living in a boarding
house along with other single working men.
Florence Agnes (Watson) Straw (1876-1959) was living with her widowed mother,
Florence Jane (Watson) Straw (1848-1908), when Ben arrived in town.

Florence Agnes Straw - Early 1890s

Her father, Dr. Daniel Straw (1847-1893), who studied medicine at Dartmouth (class of
1869), and his wife, Florence Jane, probably were acquainted with Benjamin’s uncle
Evan through his pharmacy business. When Benjamin came to Wells, one can assume
introductions were made.

Dr. Daniel Straw 1870s

Florence Jane (Watson) Straw 1870s

Edwin married Florence A. Straw - Floss or Flossy as she was affectionately called - in
Wells, MN on September 6, 1900. Her uncle Frederic was one of the wedding witnesses

and gave the bride away as a stand in for her late father.

1900 Wedding of Ben and “Floss” Jones

In the picture above the seated people are (left to right) Fredric Eugene Straw, Ben Jones,
Floss (Straw) Jones and Frederick Watson Straw.
Frederic Edwin Jones, the family's first child, was born in Clarkfield, MN in 1901.

BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA
The three members of the young Jones family moved to Bismarck, North Dakota in
December 1901. BE Jones noted: "You don't leave the 'prettiest girl in Wells, Minnesota'
behind even if you have heard all the rumors about North Dakota winters."
The first house that they lived in was on 4th Street.

4th Street House in Bismarck, ND

Frederic Edwin had two sibling join him. Donald Straw was born in 1904 and Florence
Gwendolyn came in 1906.

Gwen, Fred and Don around 1908

In 1908 Floss’ mother died and her sister Constance came to live with the family in
Bismarck. She left 1912 when she married Ingomar Marcus Oseth.

Constance Elizabeth Straw (Aunt Con)

In 1919 Benjamin Edwin Jones Jr. was born. He was very precocious. He excelled
academically, loved sports and was an avid hunter like his father.

Ben Jones Jr. Early 1930’s

Because of Floss’s fragile health, Gwen took an active part in his early up-bringing.
TOYS AND HOBBIES
Fine automobiles were part of Ben’s life.

Seated I front: Floss and Ben. In the back: Don, Gwen and Fred. The other people are unknown, although
the woman behind Floss looks like a Jones.

Later, in the nineteen thirties BE can be seen beside his Packard.

BE Jones was extremely creative. He was intrigued with a new architectural fad…the
California bungalow. He designed a home around this new concept and personally
collected rocks from the prairie surrounding Bismarck to use for the exterior walls. He
also found relatively large pieces of petrified wood to be used in the same way The house
was completed in 1917.

519 1st Street Jones home

He lived in this house until his death in 1950. Floss sold it in 1957 and lived in an
apartment until she passed away in 1959.
CAREER
Benjamin was the first registered pharmacist in Bismarck. His drug store was located at
the site of the luxury Patterson hotel, which is now a senior citizen residence. Main street
was the only paved road in town in 1901.

Main Street, Bismarck 1922

During the early years of the new century, Ben Jones ran his drugstore the old fashioned
way. He quipped in a newspaper interview that "you can tell these new druggists they're
pantywaists with my compliments!" His hours were long and hard, and every medicine
had to be mixed right at the store. There were very few patents and pills. His drug store
had a soda fountain that featured sodas, phosphates, malted milk and ice cream on the
menu. He did not sell cosmetics, "nor many of the other primping facilities". Nor did he
sell alcohol (probably because of his parents’ strong feeling against liquor).

Competition grew with new pharmacists coming into the vibrant and growing state
capitol. They had marketing know-how They were happy to stock “primping facilities“,
cosmetics, liquor and other merchandise that would (and did) attract customers. Ben’s
business plan that excluded these items was the primary reason that his pharmacy career
failed before 1912 .

Doing what he liked doing…hunting, BE Jones and his hunting dog Dazzle.

It did not matter what time of year it was or what animal was in season. Ben would hunt
when he wanted to hunt. Game wardens wood look the other way.
By 1912 Benjamin Edwin had become an agent for New York Life. He dealt in both real
estate and insurance.

Ad in the 1924 Prairie Breezes - Bismarck High School Year Book

He was marginally successful. His son, Fred Jones, described him as a "fine, loveable
person, but just couldn't stay on the job".
EPILOGUE
When their son 2 Lieutenant Benjamin Edwin Jones Jr. was killed in Holland at the
closing phases of World War II, he made his parents the beneficiaries of his survivor’s
benefits.
nd

Ben Senior contracted prostate cancer and died in Bismarck 1950. Floss passed away of
heart failure while visiting her daughter Gwen Sollenbarger in Blue Island, Illinois on
Thanksgiving day in 1959

.

BE and Florence (Straw) Jones’s Tombstone and Headstones St. Mary’s Cemetery, Bismarck, ND

FREDERIC EDWIN JONES
1901-1999
On June 1, 1901 Frederic Edwin Jones was born in Clarkfield Minnesota. to Benjamin
and Floss Jones.
The family moved to Bismarck, North Dakota in that same year. Here are some of the
earliest pictures of Fred .

Fred on the lap of his Aunt Con Oseth with two unknown friends in 1902.

A year later his mother had a posed picture taken of him and a friend.

Fred with a buddy, Bismarck, 1903

In 1904 Donald Straw Jones joined the family.

Donald and Frederick in 1906.….the year that their sister Gwendolyn would be born.

SUMMERS IN WISCONSIN
Fred Jones spent two summers in Wisconsin on the farms of his uncles. Fred's time was
split between Uncle John Luther's farm in Leon township, Uncle Thomas Ralph’s farm in
Portland and Aunt Mary's and Grandma Jones’ houses in Sparta .

“Wading in squaw creek” is the notation on this picture of Fred and 5 of John Luther‘s 6 girls. It is
verifiable that Mary Gladys is at the far left and Florence is at the far right, It is assumed one of the girls is
taking the picture. Picture is dated 1911.

During the second visit to Wisconsin, his younger brother, Don, joined him.
Fred's favorite place was his Uncle Thomas Ralph’s because he didn't put him to work
like Uncle John Luther always did. Fred recalled that he came upon a cat having kittens
under the porch. He had no idea what was going on and ran into the house to get his Aunt
Emma. She came out and explained it to him.
EDUCATION
Fred attended the University of Wisconsin in Madison. He was a member of the Theta
Chi fraternity,
Uncle David Franklin had invited him to stop at Watertown, SD on his way to Madison to
start his first year. Uncle Dave gave him a thesaurus. Fred commented that Uncle Dave
sold unusual books in his drug store, but not ice cream. Uncle Dave also gave him two
names of men that could help him.
One of them, Jerome Coe was a VP of the First National Bank in Madison. He helped
Fred get jobs while he was in school. More importantly Coe signed notes for money that
financed Fred’s education. It easily could be said that Jerome Coe was responsible for
Fred graduating for the university.
In 1924 there was a Jones family get together in Bismarck at the 519 1st Street residence.

Fred and brother Don in 1924

FRED’S FAMILY
Pauline Kemper Meyer (1901-1985) and Fred were married on October 18, 1930 in
Plattville, Wisconsin where her father owned a lumberyard.

It is believed that this picture of Fred was taken at his 1930 wedding.

Fred joined his father-in-law’s lumber business, but The Great Depression took its toll
and the business failed,. The contacts Fred developed landed him a job with Weyerhaeuser Timber Company where he would stay until retirement.
Around 1933 there was a gathering of the Meyers and Jones family in Plattville,
Wisconsin.

Back: Ben Jones Jr. unknown, Aunt Meyer, Marshall Meyer
Front: Ida and George Meyer, Polly, BE Jones Sr. Floss Jones, Polly’s great grandmother, Marguerite, baby
George 1932

Daniel Frederic Jones was born to the couple in 1935.

Daniel Jones 1938

During World War II, Fred Jones worked selling insulation and other construction materials in Cloquet, MN.
Periodically, Fred and his family would visit his parents’ home in Bismarck in the late
1930s and early 1940s.

1938. Fred, Ben and Floss Jones, Ben Jr. and Daniel in Bismarck. Dazzle looks on.

Sometime in the 1940s Fred and his family moved to Sioux City, Iowa. Interestingly, the
Joneses would live on Jones Street. They were active in St. Thomas Episcopal church all
of their lives.
In 1946 Benjamin Watson Jones was born. It was determined that Ben had albinism about
a year after he was born. He is functionally blind because of this condition.
Fortunately, the state of Iowa had a school for the blind. Later, he earned B.S. in Political
Science and a Master’s in Sociology.

In 1967 Gwen and Earl Sollenbarger visited the Sioux City Jones family.

Gwen, Ben, Earl and Polly Jones 1967

Ben and Uncle Earl in 1967

In 1973 Polly and Fred visited his sister Gwen and Earl in Blue Island , Illinois.

Polly Jones with Gwen and Earl Sollenbarger in 1973.

The Jones siblings decided to have a reunion in 1972 in Muskegon, Michigan at Don and
Marty Jones’ home….This would be the last time that the three would be all together.

Fred, Gwen and Don 1972

Gwen visited Fred and Polly in 1982. Her husband, Earl, had passed away in 1979.

Polly, Fred and Gwen in 1982

Polly had a heart condition that deteriorated to a point that bypass surgery was deemed
necessary. The stress of the operation was too much for her body to withstand and she
passed away in 1985.
Fred inherited the Jones genes of longevity. He lived for 98 years and joined Polly in
1999. They are buried in Sioux City.

FRED AND POLLY’S SONS
Daniel was 11 years older than his brother Ben.

Dan Holding Ben in Front Yard of Jones Street House in Sioux City, Iowa Circa 1950

Dan married Marcia Stillman and he worked for the Trane Corporation in La Crosse,
Wisconsin. Dan left the Trane company and started his own business in Atlanta Georgia.
Marcia and Dan had three sons: Bradley (b:1958), Martin (b:1959) and Matthew (b:
1961)

1965 Bradley, Matthew and Martin

Back: Ben, Dan, Brad, Martin and Matt. Front: Helen, Fred, Polly and Marcia - 1980s

Fred with his Grandson Bradley and Great Grandson Wells 1990s

Fred’s 90th Birthday. Back: Sons Daniel & Benjamin and Grandson Matthew Front: Helen (Ben’s wife)
Fred and Grandson Bradley

Bradley, Gail, Marcia and Wells 2009

Daniel Jones 1992

Dan and Marcia divorced in 1990s
Dan contracted lung cancer and died in in Atlanta, Georgia on March 8,1998.
Benjamin was in his late teens and early twenties when Fred, Polly and he made several
trips together to visit relatives.

Ben on the left with his uncle Don Jones, mother Polly, and his aunt Marty in North Muskegon, Michigan in
the early 1970s.

Ben married Helen Den Besten on May 25, 1974.

Helen and Ben Sioux City , Iowa - Easter 1974

Helen and Ben ‘s Wedding Picture 1974

Helen had three sons from a previous marriage. One of the boys was tragically killed in
an auto/bicycle mishap.
Ben had a successful career with the Social Security Administration in Phoenix, Arizona
He retired in 2010. Helen and Ben live in Glendale, Arizona.
DONALD STRAW JONES
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Donald was the second child of Benjamin and Floss Jones. He was born on October 5,
1904 in Bismarck, North Dakota. Like his father, he had a gift of gab. In 1918 he won
First Honors in the Red Cross sponsored Junior Four Minute Men speaking contest
which feted budding orators who would give patriotic speeches to help the war effort.
Don was treasurer of his class Senior Class at his Bismarck, North Dakota high school.
He was the Business Manager for the school’s year book The Prairie Breezes and was in
both the junior and senior plays.

1922 High School Senior Class Picture

At University of Wisconsin at Madison he was a member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity
(Although he really disliked dogs, he raised Springer spaniels to pay for his fraternity
expenses). He was the manager for Haresfoot which was the oldest dramatic organization
at the university and a popular annual all male revue.

Don in Front of the Phi Delt Theta fraternity House in Madison, WI

After graduation in 1928, Don went to Chicago where he joined the Northern Trust Bank
as a trust offer. He lived on the near north side of Chicago and shared an apartment at 10
East Elm Street with Lee Parken and Earl Hagler Sollenbarger, who would become his
brother-in-law in 1933.

Don met Margaret (Marty) Smith in the late 1920s.

Marty Smith with Friend 1920s

Marty was the daughter of Claude A and Lena (Rice) Smith.
Claude was born in Battle Creek, Michigan in 1897 to Arthur D. (b:1865) and Maggie
nee: Pugsley (b:1868) Smith. In 1900 Claude and Lena lived with her parents James
(b:1840 in New York) and Martha (b:1848 in New York) Pugsley in Battle Creek,
Michigan. James was a merchant.
Lena born in Canada in 1879 and was the daughter of Joseph (b:1846) and Eliza (b:1848)
Rice. Lena had a brother Arthur (b: 1884). The family immigrated to Battle Creek in 1889
where Joseph was an Engineer. Lena became a milliner.
Don and Marty were married in 1930 and, later, they moved to LaGrange, Illinois. One of
the anecdotes passed on about the newly wed’s honeymoon involved Don trying to make
room reservations over the telephone at the posh Drake hotel on Lake Shore Drive in Chicago. He blurted out that he needed a room for Donald Jones and Marty Smith. The hotel
clerk suggested they go elsewhere for “moral reasons”.

Gwen Jones and Don and Marty (Smith) Jones in Front of Chicago Apartment 1929

Patricia Ann came along on Dec. 12, 1931 followed by Martha Gwendolyn on Dec. 14,
1935. Jane Elizabeth joined the family on April 9, 1940. Don moved from the Northern
Trust to the La Salle bank in the 1940s. Marty, an avid knitter, had a yarn shop in
downtown La Grange.
Don and Marty’s Children
PATRICIA ANN spent the bulk of her childhood in La Grange Illinois. In 1940 the
Episcopal church had a doll show and she, her sister and her cousin Susan Sollenbarger
got heir pictures in the local paper.

Martha and Pat Jones. Susan Sollenbarger seated

Pat attended college in Ames, Iowa where she met her husband Tom Williams who was a
Korean War veteran studying Dairy Science. Pat was a member of Gamma Phi Beta
sorority. They were married in 1952 and settled in Longmeadow, Massachusetts. Tom
joined the Friendly Ice Cream Corporation where he worked until he retired.

1952 Wedding L to R Jane Elizabeth, Marty, Bride Pat Ann, Donald Straw, Martha Gwendolyn Jones

Her daughter Diane Lewis lives in Winterville, North Carolina and has two boys Eric and
Michael.

1990s: Pat, Diane, Tom and Beth Williams at Diane’s Wedding

Her other daughter, Beth Dion, lives in Hampden, Massachusetts and has a boy, Joseph.
and a girl, Lindsey.

Lisabeth (Beth ) Jane Williams 1970s

Pat died in 1982 after battling ling cancer.

MARTHA GWENDOLYN and her cousin Susan Sollenbarger both lived in La Grange,
Illinois in the late 1930s and early 1940s.

Martha Jones and Sue Sollenbarger 1942

Martha attended the University of Wisconsin in Madison where she was a member of
Delta Gamma sorority. She married Tom Scott and they lived near Don and Marty in
North Muskegon, Michigan. They both were avid sailors.
Her children Peggy Ann Sepetys (b: 5/20/60) and Susan Eva Wilson (who is the
namesake of Martha’s first cousin, college chum and bridesmaid Susan Sollenbarger)
and Mark Donald Scott live in Michigan.

Susan, Peggy and Aunt Jane in Chicago in 2010.

Peggy Ann married Arvydas (Arvy) Sepetys (b: 1/31/1957) and they have three children:
Noah Polilas (b: 6/16/1987), Ian Thomas (b: 3/3/1989 and Jordan David.(b: 3/20/1991).

Noah Sepetys

Peggy, Avry, Jordan and Ian Sepetys

and business consultant in Michigan. Noah, like his dad, is pursuing a career in
computers. Ian is an education major and will become a teacher.
All of the Sepetys spent 2 (2000-2002) years in Tanzania where they learned Swahili.
Peggy taught English in the village of Yombo and Avry did field work so a church could
be built,
Susan Eva Wilson has a daughter named Megan.

Susan Eva Wilson

Mark Donald Scott’s boy is named Brody Thomas.
Martha developed a melanoma and passed away in 1979. Her husband Tom Scott died in
2004.
JANE ELIZABETH is married to Jon Stillman and they currently live in Stillwater,
Minnesota. So they can conveniently visit their grandchildren who live in northern
Chicago, they have a Lake Shore Drive condo in Chicago.
Like her sister Martha, her father, her Aunt Gwen, Uncles Fred and Ben and cousin Susan
Sollenbarger, Jane attended the University of Wisconsin at Madison. She, like her Aunt
Gwen, was a member of Delta Delta Delta sorority.

Jon Stillman, who was a member of the University’s varsity gymnastic team was a
cheerleader and member of Delta Tau Delta fraternity, and she met on campus. They were
married in Muskegon, Michigan in 1961. Jon was a career army officer who retired in
1991. Jon had a second career with the Foundation of Rotary Club International in
Evanston, Illinois. He is very active in the club’s worldwide polio eradication campaign.

Jane and Jon Stillman 1979

Heidi Ann was born Nov. 12, 1967. Heidi, her husband Rick Sims and their twins live in
Chicago.

Top: Rick and Heidi Front: Tom Sollenbarger and Jane (Jones) Stillman 2009

Heidi is an actress, writer, director, ensemble member, and staff member of Lookingglass Theatre Company in Chicago. (Note that her grandfather was in his junior and
senior plays in high school.)

Heidi Stillman 2009

Her husband, Rick Sims, is a Lookingglass Artistic Associate and an accomplished
composer. Their twins Sadie Louise and Jude Tobias were born on Jan 11, 2003.

Jude and Sadie Sims 2009

.

Jon (Toby) Tobias was born on Jan. 11 1971. He does humanitarian work and is
currently with UNICEF. He and his wife Kate (McCormick) currently live in Zimbabwe,
Africa They have a son Aidan Cole (b. April 22, 2005) and daughter Maeve Mia (b.
April 19 2003).

Toby Stillman and Aidan Xmas 2008

Kate Stillman and Maeve Xmas 2009

Aidan Stillman 2010

1950-1975
In the 1950s Don joined the Hackley Bank in Muskegon Michigan to become its lead
trust office. His wife worked for the county in public health.

Jones Siblings Fred, Gwen and Don 1970s

Politics reared its ugly head in the bank and Don lost his job in the late 1950’s. He joined
a Muskegon brokerage firm where he worked until be had a heart attack. He died in
November of 1975.

FLORENCE GWENDOLYN JONES
1 9 0 6 -1 9 8 7

Bismarck 1906 to 1928
Florence Gwendolyn (Gwen) Jones was the third child born to Benjamin and Floss on
July 29, 1906 in Bismarck, North Dakota.

Gwen, Fred and Don Jones 1908

1907 - Gwen’s Childhood China Head Doll which she restored in 2006

1907 Gwen Posed in the Front Yard at the 4th Street House

When Gwen’s grandmother, Florence Jane Straw, died in Wells, MN, her maternal aunt,
Constance Elizabeth Straw, moved to Bismarck around 1908 and lived with the Jones
family until her marriage to Igomar Marcus Oseth in 1912. She was referred to as Aunt
Con.

Aunt Con with Gwen Jones 1910

As in the picture, above a large hair bow was signature to Gwen when she was a child.

Here she is at her 4th birthday party and with her brothers in 1910 and 1909.

1910 Gwen Jones is 4

Gwen, Fred and Don Jones 1909

Croquet was the rage when Gwen was growing up. She is second from the left in 1915
photo with her friends who called her Big Mame. She still is sporting a bow.

Gwen second in from left

Gwen and her brother Don were very close to each other. They were less than two years
apart in age.

1919 Don and Gwen-Bismarck, ND

Like her brother Don Gwen had a flair for the written word. She also worked on The
Prairie Breezes high school year book as an editor.

1924 Gwen Jones-High School Senior

Gwen went to the University of Wisconsin in Madison in the fall of 1924. She was a
member of the social sorority Delta Delta Delta. After two years she returned to
Bismarck, because her father had financial difficulties. She work for the state highway
department as a writer/editor until 1929.

In 1928 she caught a moment of her life when she used a coin operated photo machine in
Bismarck to take some self portraits.

Gwen 1928-Bismarck

Chicago 1929-1933
Gwen went to Chicago in 1929 and began her career in the publishing industry. She
landed her first job as a junior editor at the National Association for Music Education
(NAMC). Her work on her high school year book and her state editing job paid off. She
lived in a rooming house that catered to single working women that was near her
brother’s near north side apartment .

Chicago-Early 1930s

The Great Depression did not affect Gwen, because she had a fairly secure job. She began
dating Earl Hagler Sollenbarger, who was one of her brother’s roommates. Earl’s first job
after graduating from the University of Iowa was as a National Bank Examiner, which
was about as safe a job as one could have during that time.

1930s Gwen - The Career Woman with Gloves

In 1933, Earl and Gwen were married in Bismarck, ND.

1933 Wedding Picture on the Steps of 519 1st Street, Bismarck Jones’ Home

Earl and Gwen in LaGrange, Illinois 1933-1946
Earl and Gwen moved to LaGrange where her brother Don, his wife Marty and their new
daughter Pat lived. LaGrange was a suburb service by the Burlington Rail Road which
provided commute trains to the Chicago Loop. On April 15, 1936 Florence “Susan”
Sollenbarger was born.

Sue 1938

It was a tradition in Gwen’s mother’s family to name the first born female Florence
(Florence Jane Watson, Florence Agnes Straw, Florence Gwendolyn Jones). It stopped
with Sue’s first born.
Around 1939 Gwen miscarried a child. On January 9, 1941 Thomas Edwin Sollenbarger
was born. His first and second names are derived from the middle names of his grandfathers.

T om 1941

Gwen and Tom in 1941 - La Grange

As a photographer, Gwen was just plane lousy. She cut off heads with abandon. Guess
who took the picture below,

Back row - Polly and most of Fred Jones, Earl Sollenbarger, Pat Jones (Don and Marty‘s daughter), and
Don Jones’ chin and body.
Front row - Dan Jones (Polly and Fred‘s son) , Jane Jones (Don and Marty‘s daughter), Sue Sollenbarger,
Tom Sollenbarger, and Martha Jones (Don and Marty‘s daughter).

Blue Island, Illinois 1946 to 1987
In 1946 Earl joined the First National Bank of Blue Island as a credit officer so the young
family headed for that town on south side of Chicago. They rented a bungalow for
$40.00/month.

Highland Avenue Bungalow 2009

Gwen returned to the work world in the 1950s - first with her old employer the NAMC
then as the editor for Woodall’s Trailer Travels magazine.
In 1953 Gwen’s Aunt Con Oseth urged her to become a member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution. Like her aunt, Gwen used Moses Emery (1715-1789) as her link.
He was the great, great grandfather of Caroline Augusta (Ayer) Straw, her great
grandmother. Moses had enlisted as a Private in September 1777 when things looked
pretty grim for the Revolutionaries. He was discharged in November of 1777.

As an active member of the Blue Island Woman’s Club, Gwen held many offices and
served as the club’s president twice.

1970s Gwen Presides at the Blue Island Woman’s Club

The Episcopal Church was a central part of all of the Jones children’s lives. Gwen and
her children attended and were active in St. Aidan’s mission church in Blue Island.

St Aidan’s

Gwen was on the vestry of the church up to the time of her death.
Gwen‘s daughter Sue was married in St. Aidan’s in 1960 to Denis “Pete“ Thoms.

Newly Minted Mr. and Mrs. Thoms

Earl retired as an Illinois state bank examiner in 1969 after he developed lupus. Gwen had
retired in the late 1960s. The couple moved to an apartment on Maple Avenue in Blue
Island.
Gwen and Earl visited her brother Don and his wife Marty in North Muskegon, MI. in the
1970s.

Gwen and Brother Don in Don’s Backyard

The only formal photo portrait that Gwen and Earl had taken was a gift from their son
Tom.

Gwen and Earl 1960s

Earl’s lupus went into remission after Gwen spent hours giving him therapy at home, so
trips to California to see family became viable.

Gwen and Earl Outside of the Windsor Vineyard Tasting Room in Tiburon, CA

On December 7, 1979 Earl lost his battle with esophageal cancer at the age of 75. He was
buried in Oak Hill cemetery.

Oak Hill Cemetery Blue Island, Il

Gwen stayed active with her church, the Woman’s Club and traveled with friends in the
early to mid 1980s. One of the highlights of her travels was to the British Isles where she
went to Cardigan, Wales where her great grandmother Susannah Davis was born.
When her 75th birthday rolled around, sister Sue and Tom gave her a party at a French
restaurant in Mill Valley, CA.

Gwen is 75

Gwen traveled to California twice a year to see her son and daughter and grandchildren as
well as to attend her great granddaughter Pat Thom’s wedding in Oakland, CA to Mario
Vassaux in 1987. Mario and Pat have a daughter Catherine Marie (b: 1992).

Mr. and Mrs. Vassaux 1987

Christmas time and summer time in the 1980s was a time for Tom Sollenbarger and his
wife Sue, and the Thoms family to share Gwen. She would spend equal times with both
families. Vineyards would be explored in Napa and Sonoma counties, sites would be seen
from the city of San Francisco to Carmel, California and plays such as Cats would be
seen.

.

Tom and Sue (Jenkins) Sollenbarger

1983 Xmas at the Thoms. Back - Barb, Pete Pat. Front - Sue and Gwen

In June of 1987 Gwen called her children and told them that she had taken a nasty fall and
that she was somewhat unstable. Sue, being a nurse, was instantly alarmed and flew back
to Chicago to assess the situation. She determined that Gwen needed both a thorough
diagnosis and she needed to be with her family. They flew back to California and she
stayed with Tom and Sue in Mill Valley, CA.
Fabulous medical resources abound in the Bay area. Top notch internists and neurologists examined her. An advanced glioblastoma multiform tumor was found in her brain
and she passed away in Kentfield, CA in August of 1987.
She is buried next to her husband, Earl, in the Oak Hill Cemetery in Blue Island , Illinois.

Gwendolyn Sollenbarger’s resting place

Benjamin Edwin Jones, Jr.
(1919-1944)

Benjamin Edwin Jones was a member of the Greatest Generation that Tom Brokaw
described in his best selling book. “These are the men and women who fought not for
fame and recognition during War II, but because it was the right thing to do.”
He was the fourth child of Benjamin Edwin and Florence Agnes Jones and was born in
Bismarck, North Dakota on February 3, 1919.
By 1924 his brothers Fred and Don were attending the University of Wisconsin. His sister
was graduating from high school. The family was together in the summer of 1924 at 519
1st Street.

Don, Ben “Floss” and Fred with Ben Sr. behind the camera

Ben and Don 1924

Although there was a big age difference between Ben and his sibling, they doted on him.

Don, Ben and Fred

Floss Jones’ health was “delicate” during the period that Ben was growing up, so his
sister Gwen, who was 13 at the time of his birth, took a very active part in his upbringing.

Don, Gwen and Ben 1924

B en 1 9 2 8

The North Dakota high school year book Prairie Breezes would have its last of members
of the Jones family on its staff. Ben was its business manager like his uncles before him.
He graduated in 1937.
Ben worked in Bismarck for a period of time before going to college.

1938-Fred Jones, BE Sr., Floss and Ben with Ben’s Nephew Dan Jones and Dazzle, the BE Sr.’s hunting
dog

Ben went to the University of Wisconsin in Madison like his brothers and sister did
before him. He joined his brother Don’s fraternity Phi Delta Theta and would become its
president. He was active on the school’s infrafraternity council, ROTC and was the editor
of the university’s 1943 yearbook The Badger.

Ben and Dazzle in Bismarck - 1942

The nation was at war. There was a critical need in the military for officers. Many ROTC
cadets who were close to graduation received expedited diplomas, and joined the army as
enlistees and were sent to Officer Candidate School. Ben was among them. He was asked
to join Scabbard and Blade, graduated with honors and was listed in Who’s Who of
American Universities.
Letters that Ben sent to his parents shed light on his days in the military.
Ben enlistment in the Army began in 1943 and he was sent to Fort Benning, Georgia to
attend OCS. His mother’s sister Constance Elizabeth (Straw) Oseth or “Aunt Con” was
married to Colonel Ingomar Marcus Oseth (“Uncle Marc”) who was stationed at Benning
when Ben arrived for training. They took him under their wing by sharing holidays, home
cooking and informal family gatherings with him.

“Aunt Con” Around 1929 (1888-1972)

“Uncle Marc” (1886-1977)\

The Oseth’s oldest daughter Jane Elizabeth (Oseth) Kelly, who was four years older than
Ben, her husband Lt. Colonel .John “Jack” Kelly and their children and Olive Constance
Oseth, who was three years younger than Ben, were members of his family he would
meet for the first time

Cousin Jane (Oseth) Kelly (1915-Present )

Jack Kelly (1911-1995)

Olive Constance Oseth (1921-2001)

Another son of Marc and Con, Lt. Col. Oswald Frederic Watson Oseth and his wife were
stationed at Benning also. He was called “Stub’ because he disliked the name Oswald.
Ben really admired Stub.

.

“Stub” Oseth (1917-2007)

Ben never met John Marcus Oseth who was Con and Marc’s first son.

John Marcus Oseth (1914-1997)

The rigors of his 90 day OCS training were chronicled in Ben’ letters home. He earned
his second lieutenant’s bars in Dec. 1943.

1943 2nd Lt. Ben Jones Top Row,-Middle

His advanced combat training was done at Camp Adair in Oregon.

2nd Lt. Benjamin Edwin Jones, Camp Adair - Early 1943/44

With his training finished, Ben was given leave to go home.

Gwen, Ben and Ben’s Girl Friend Elinor 1943/44

Just before Ben was deployed over seas to Patton’s 7th Armored Division in March of
1944 he wrote the following letter to his nephew and God son Tom Sollenbarger.

In November 1944, Ben was declared missing in action. The University of Wisconsin’s
yearbook The Badge was going to press at the time of the declaration. The lead page was
devoted to Ben, the concerns of the Badger staff for Ben, and a laudatory list of his contributions. The yearbook was being printed when notice of his death was issued.
The family got formal notice that the Red Cross had notified the US of his death on
December 3, 1944 at Stalag VI-J Westphalia, Germany.
Ben’s remains were moved from the Stalag to Belgium in 1948 to a military cemetery
dedicated to the 7th Armored Division. His grave with a temporary marker is shown
below.

US Military Cemetery Neuville-En -Condroz, Belgium

Around 1950, shortly before his father’s death, a processional cross was dedicated to Ben
Jr. at St. George’s Episcopal Church in Bismarck, North Dakota. As of 2010 it is still
used.

